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COURSE DISCRIPTION
1. GENERAL
	SCHOOL
	ENVIRONMENT, GEOGRAPHY AND APPLIED ECONOMICS

	DEPARTMENT
	GEOGRAPHY

	LEVEL OF COURSE 
	UNDERGRADUATE 

	COURSE CODE 
	
	SEMESTER
	E & Z

	COURSE TITLE
	GEOGRAPHY OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

	STRUCTURE OF TEACHING ACTIVITIES 

	TEACHING HOURS PER WEEK
	NUMBER OF CREDITS ALLOCATED (ECTS)

	
	3
	5

	
	
	

	
	
	

	TYPE OF COURSE

	Scientific area. Development of skills

	PREREQUISITES

	-

	LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION
	English

	COURSE OFFERED TO ERASMUS STUDENTS 
	In English

	 (URL)
	


2. EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES
	Learning outcomes

	Describe the objectives of the course as well as  the expected learning outcomes 

	Objectives

The purpose of this course is to examine the different aspects (social, economic, political, cultural) of the geography of the EU and to help students to:

- develop knowledge of European historical development and institutional structure;

- consider the process and the mechanisms of policy-making in the EU;

--identify and understand the challenges European citizens are confronted with in a wide range of areas in the EU policy-making (economy, environment, nationalism, migration, security, etc.);

-explore the enlargement process of the European space in the longue durée and to evaluate its impact upon the individual or collective identities of the EU citizens
Expected learning outcomes: 

After successful completion of this course students should have obtained:

a) critical understanding of the idea of Europe– its historical development and institutional structure European Union (EU)

b) insights into the processes of constructing identities within European space

c) understanding the key dynamics and problems of European democracy and integration 

d) an ability to analyze within comparative study the relationship between the economic, cultural and political spaces of the EU.

e) knowledge of the spatial inequalities and differences within the borders of the EU

	General Competences

	Search, analysis and synthesis of data with the use of relevant technology

Independent work
Critique and self-critique

Respect for diversity and multiculturalism

Promotion of free, creative and inductive thinking



3. COURSE CONTENTS
	This course traces the effects that membership in the EU has on our lives and our sense of place. Initially, it investigates the birth of Europe as an idea or representation in a historical context. It traces the conditions and the people that put forward the idea of a united Europe before and after the Second World War. 

Secondly, it examines how issues of supranational and national space are confronted by European citizens, while it explores the key dynamics of citizen belonging as well as of European enlargement. It surveys whether European citizenship or membership of a national community is being defined by cultural characteristics.  It will be discussed the history and the membership of Greece in the European Union.
Thirdly, it investigates the role of different EU institutions (Parliament, Commission, etc.) in European affairs. It analyzes how different areas of European decision –making or policy-making (such as security or foreign policy, environment, migration, monetary system and economy, state and non-state organizations, etc.), influence the daily lives of European citizens, challenge our assumptions about nation, borders, nature, democracy and stability.


4. TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT METHODS
	TYPE OF LECTURES

	· Lectures (face to face in the classroom)
· Experiential learning through role-playing in debates and oral presentation
· Visit to the premises of the Greek Representation of the European Commission in Athens 



	ICT USE

	Use of ICT and internet during the lectures as well as in the e-class of the module (for teaching purposes).

	TEACHING STRUCTURE

	Activity
Hours per semester
                Lectures
26
    Weekly assignments
14
          Final essay
30
     Personal study
55
            TOTAL
            125


	ASSESSMENT METHODS 


	Assessment Language: English

Assessment Methods

The final rate of the course is computed by three parts as follows:

Weekly assignments (20%)
Oral presentation  (10%)
Final written exams (70%)
Criteria of assessments are to be renewed and announced at the beginning of every semester


5. RECOMMENDED READING
	Bibliography in Greek

Ioakeimides P.Κ., H synthike tis Nikaias kai to mellon, [The Treaty of Nice and the future] (Athens: Themelio, 2002).

Kritikos, G., ‘Post-War French and British migratory policy: from the incorporation to the integration’, in: M. Spyridakis (Ed.), Transformations of Space: Social and cultural dimensions, (Athens: Nisos, 2009), pp. 257-282 (in Greek)

Kritikos, G., ‘Borders and identities in modern Europe’, in: A.I.D. Metaxas (Ed.), Political Science: Multi-disciplinary and critical approach to political action, (Athens: Sakkoulas, 2015), pp. 229-244 (in Greek).
Musis, Ν., Evropaeki Enosi: Dikaio, Economia, Politike, [European Union; Legislation, Economy, Politics] (Athens, Papazisis: 2008)

Nugent, Ν., Politike kai Diakyvernisi stin Evropeaki Enosi [translated in Greek by I. Tsolakidou, Al. Triantafyllou], [The Government and Politics of the European Union] (Athens, Savallas: 2004).

Maravegias Ν. – Tsinisizelis Μ., (Ed.), Nea Evropaeki Enosi. Organosi kai Politikes 50 Chronia [New European union. Organization and Politics of 50 years] (Athens: Themelio, 2007).
Siousiouras P. & Xazakis, K. (Eds), Pagkosmiopiesi, Evropaeki Enosi ke Ellada. Politikes ke Economikes Opsis (Globalization, European Union and Greece. Political and Economic Aspects) (Athens: Piotita, 2009).

Stefanou K. – Fatouros Ar. – Christodoulides Th. (Eds), Isagogi stis evropaekes spoudes, Vol.A’:  Istoria –Thesmoi – Dikaio, [Introduction of European studies, vol. A’, History-Institutions-Law] (Athens: Ι. Sideris, 2001).

Chrysochoou, D.N., Theoria tis Evropaekis Enopeisis [Theory of European Union] (Athens: Papazisis, 2001).

Bibliography in English

Bale Tim, European Politics. A comparative perspective, (Palgrave Macmillan, 2017). 
Budge I., Newton K., et al, The Politics of the New Europe, (London: Longman, 1997).
Coman, R., Crespy, A., Schmidt, V.A., Governance and Politics in the Post-Crisis  European Union, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020).
Dinan D., Ever Closer Union? (Oxford: Macmillan, 1994).

Galleo D.P., Rethinking Europe’s Future, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001).

Graham B., Modern Europe: Place, Culture, Identity, (London: Arnold, 1998).

Jopke Ch. Immigration and the Nation-State: The United States, Germany, and Great Britain (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999).
Kritikos, G., ‘The geography of nationalisms and human security in the pre-Communist Balkan space’ Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, 11/ 4, December 2011, pp. 385-401.

Kritikos, G., (2015), Euroscepticism from the far-right wing in Greece and France: a mirror of spatial inequalities, in N. Pasamitros & Nikos Papakostas (Eds.), EU: Beyond the Crisis. A Debate on Sustainable Integrationism, (Germany: Ibidem Press). 

Kritikos, G. I. (2018), The human rights of refugees at the service of ethnic nationalism, in Joel Jensen and Dale Carter (Eds.), Nationalism and Nationalist Movements: Global Attitudes. Emerging Patterns and Impact on Immigration (New York: Nova Science Publishers, Inc.). 

Kritikos, G. ‘Silencing inconvenient memories: refugees from Asia Minor in Greek historiography’. In Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies (JEMS)’ special issue: History, memory and migration, October 2020, pp. 1-16.
Meny Y., Government and Politics in Western Europe: Britain, France, Italy, Germany (Oxford University Press, 1993) [translated by J. Lloyd].

Milward A.S. The Reconstruction of Western Europe, 1945-1952 (London: Routledge, 1984).

Milward A.S., The European Rescue of the Nation State, (London: Routledge, 1995, 3rd ed.).

Michael O’ Neil, The Politics of European Integration. A Reader, (London: Routledge, 1996).
Pinder, D., New Europe: Economy, Society and Environment (Hoboken, New Jersey, U.S.: John Wiley & Sons, 1998).
Smith D., Wright S., Whose Europe?: The turn towards democracy (Oxford: Blackwell, 1999).

Tsoukalis L. What kind of Europe? (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003).

Sassen S., Guests and Aliens, (New York: The New Press, 1999).
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