
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1. GENERAL 

SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT, GEOGRAPHY AND APPLIED 
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LEVEL OF COURSE  Undergraduate 
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COURSE TITLE URBAN PLANNING AND PLANNING TOOLS 
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TEACHING 
HOURS PER 

WEEK 
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TYPE OF COURSE 
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- 
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COURSE OFFERED TO ERASMUS 

STUDENTS  
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2. EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Learning outcomes 

Describe the objectives of the course as well as the expected learning outcomes  

The objectives of the course are as follows:  
(a) presentation and elevation of the content, aims and significance of planning as a process 
combining political and scientific / technical components;  
(b) elevation of the strong relationship between development planning and spatial planning;  
(c) presentation of the history of urban planning theory since 1945 and interpretation of the 
successive planning phases and paradigm changes based on the respective historical changes 
in socio-political contexts and the prevailing trends in philosophy and science;  
(d) familiarization of the students with urban spatial plans for metropolitan regions and 
medium and small sized urban settlements;  
(e) presentation of the Greek urban spatial planning system (tools, processes etc) and 
enhancement of the capability of the students to analyze and criticize examples of plans 
based on specific normative and political frameworks;  
(f) supplying the students with knowledge and skills and political thinking besides so as to be 
prepared for a profession relevant to planning and negotiation in urban spatial policy-making. 

 

3. COURSE CONTENTS 

 



• The lectures include the following topics: History of Urban Planning since 1945 – The 
emergence of Strategic and Local Programmes and Spatial Plans – Systems theory 
and the Comprehensive Planning theory – Planning as a Political Process – Democracy 
and Planning and the criticism on the Comprehensive Planning model – 
Implementation theories – Regulation and regime theories – Cooperative Planning – 
Local Governance and relations with Urban Planning– Urban Planning and 
Sustainable Development – Resilience versus change / uncertainty in Urban Planning 
- Processes of financing and implementation of Strategic and Local Urban Plans – 
Major international events and Urban Planning – Urban Networks based on Spatial 
Planning – Urban Regeneration Plans – Urban Plans focusing on specific and acute 
social, economic and environmental problems – Examples of Metropolitan Planning 
and local interventions in urban districts from the Greek and international experience 
Role of systems approach to spatial planning - Models in spatial planning - Population 
projections and economic base models - Gravity models - Distribution and spatial 
analysis models - Integrated Assessment and Participatory Integrated Assessment 
Models - Multicriteria Evaluation Methodologies - Scenario analysis 

 
 
 

 

 

4. TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT METHODS 

TYPE OF LECTURES 
 

• In class lectures 

• Laboratory: lectures and applications 

 
ICT USE 

 
Internet use – e-class 

TEACHING STRUCTURE 
 

Activity Hours per semester 

Lectures 39 

Laboratory - Lectures 11 

Exercises  30 

Studying – personal work 45 

TOTAL 125 

  
 

ASSESSMENT METHODS  
 

Assessment language: Greek 
 
- Oral, project presentation (25%) 
- Successful project development (written form) 
(25%) 
Written examination (50%) 
Evaluation criteria are included in the course guide 
which the students can find in the e-class 
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